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The search was designed around the following framework:
	Element
	Definition used in this search

	Population
	Breastfeeding/lactating individuals (postpartum, any parity, any care setting)

	Condition
	Lactational mastitis, including subclinical mastitis, recurrent mastitis, and breast abscess as a complication

	Comparators
	Non-mastitis lactating populations; different treatment modalities; different risk profiles (where relevant)

	Outcomes
	Incidence/prevalence, diagnostic accuracy, prevention effectiveness, risk-factor associations, treatment efficacy, mental health outcomes (postpartum depression/anxiety), and economic burden (direct/indirect costs, breastfeeding cessation, healthcare utilization)



Search strings
· Mastitis specific: (mastitis OR "puerperal mastitis" OR "lactation mastitis" OR "breast infection") AND (incidence OR prevalence OR epidemiology OR "descriptive statistics" OR timing OR onset OR duration) NOT (bovine OR cattle OR dairy OR cow OR herd)
· Mastitis specific (economic): (mastitis OR "puerperal mastitis" OR "lactation mastitis" OR "breast infection") AND (incidence OR prevalence OR epidemiology OR "descriptive statistics" OR timing OR onset OR duration) AND ("economic burden" OR "cost of illness" OR "healthcare costs" OR "medical expenditure" OR "hospitalization costs" OR "indirect costs" OR productivity OR absenteeism OR "out of pocket") NOT (bovine OR cattle OR dairy OR cow OR herd)
· Other maternal conditions: ("maternal morbidity" OR "postpartum complication" OR "pregnancy-related complication" OR "obstetric complications" OR "postpartum depression" OR "preeclampsia" OR "gestational diabetes") AND ("cost of illness" OR "economic burden" OR "societal cost" OR "incremental cost" OR "healthcare utilization" OR "human capital loss" OR "productivity loss" OR "catastrophic health expenditure")
Databases used
· PubMed
· Cochrane Library
Supplemental hand search
· Backward and forward citation searching on key articles and the most active authors (e.g., Amir, Kvist)
· Key ABM guidelines
· WHO literature

Research consultant: Sarah K. Robinson, MPH, is a public health professional with expertise in American health policy and global health system strengthening. She provides research, analysis, and technical writing services to institutions including the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, the Pan American Health Organization, and the Inter-American Development Bank. She has previously worked for USAID, Harvard Medical School, and the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. She is a graduate of the Harvard School of Public Health and the University of Chicago.
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